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WILDLIFE KILLED FOR DEPREDATIONS OR ACCIDENTALLY
15A N.C. ADMINISTRATIVE CODE 10B .0106

a)  Depredation Permit
1) Endangered or Threatened Species. No permit shall

be issued to take any endangered or threatened species
of wildlife listed under 15A NCAC 10I by reason of
depredations to property. An individual may take an
endangered or threatened species in immediate
defense of his own life or of the lives of others without
a permit. Any endangered or threatened species which
may constitute a demonstrable but nonimmediate
threat to human safety shall be reported to a federal or
state wildlife enforcement officer, who, upon
verification of the report, may take or remove the
specimen as provided by 15A NCAC 10I .0002.

2) Other Wildlife Species. Except as provided in
Subparagraph (1) of this Paragraph, the Executive
Director or an agent of the Wildlife Resources
Commission may, upon application of a landholder
and after such investigation of the circumstances as he
may require, issue a permit to such landholder to take
any species of wildlife which is or has been damaging
or destroying his property provided there is evidence
of substantial property damage. No permit may be
issued for the taking of any migratory birds and other
fed-erally protected animals unless a corresponding
valid U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service depredation
permit has been issued.  The permit shall name the
species allowed to be taken and, in the discretion of
the Executive Director or an agent, may contain
limitations as to age, sex or any other condition within
the species so named. The permit may be used only by
the landholder or another person named on the permit.

Wildlife Damage Control Agents. Upon satisfactory
completion of a Wildlife Resources Commission approved
training and satisfactory demonstration of a knowledge of
wildlife laws and safe, humane wildlife handling techniques,
an individual may apply to the Wildlife Resources
Commission (Commission) to become a Wildlife Damage
Control Agent (WDCA). Those persons approved as agents
by the Commission may then issue depredation permits to
landholders and list themselves as a second party to provide
the control service. WDCAs may not issue depredation
permits for big game animals, bats, or species listed as
endangered, threatened or special concern under Rules 10I
.0003, .0004, and .0005 of this Chapter. WDCAs must report
to the Wildlife Resources Commission the number and
disposition of animals taken, by county, annually. Records

must be available for inspection by a Wildlife Enforcement
officer at any time during normal business hours. WDCA
status may be revoked at any time by the Executive Director
when there is evidence of violations of wildlife laws, failure
to report, or inhumane treatment of animals by the WDCA.
WDCAs may not charge for the permit but may charge for
their investigations and control services. In order to maintain
a knowledge of current laws, rules, and techniques, WDCAs
must renew their agent status every three years by showing
proof on having attended at least one Wildlife Commission
approved training course provided for the purpose of
reviewing and updating information on wildlife laws and
safe, humane wildlife handling techniques within the
previous 12 months.

b) Term of Permit
Each depredation permit issued by the Executive Director
or an agent shall have entered thereon a date or time of
expiration after which date or time the same shall become
invalid for any purpose, except as evidence of lawful
possession of any wildlife that may be retained thereunder.

c) Manner of Taking
1) Taking Without a Permit.  Wildlife taken without a

permit while committing depredations to property
may, during the open season on the species, be taken
by the landholder by any lawful method. During the
closed season such depredating wildlife may be taken
without a permit only by the use of firearms.

2) Taking With a Permit. Wildlife taken under a
depredation permit may be taken only by the method
or methods specifically authorized by the permit.
When trapping is authorized, in order to limit the
taking to the intended purpose, the permit may
specify a reasonable distance from the property
sought to be protected, according to the particular
circumstances, within which the traps must be set.
The Executive Director or agent may also state in a
permit authorizing trapping whether or not bait may
be used and the type of bait, if any, that is
authorized. In addition to any trapping restrictions
that may be contained in the permit the method of
trapping must be in accordance with the
requirements and restrictions imposed by G.S.
113-291.6 and other local laws passed by the
General Assembly. No depredation permit shall
authorize the use of poisons or pesticides in taking
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wildlife except in accordance with the provisions of
the North Carolina Pesticide Law of 1971, the
Structural Pest Control Act of 1955, and Article 22A
of Chapter 113 of the General Statutes of North
Carolina. No depredation permit shall authorize the
taking of wildlife by any method by any landholder
upon the lands of another.                                      

3) Intentional Wounding. It is unlawful for any
landholder, with or without a depredation permit,
intentionally to wound a wild animal in a manner so as
not to cause its immediate death as suddenly and
humanely as the circumstances permit.

d) Disposition of Wildlife Taken
1) Generally. Except as provided by the succeeding

Subparagraphs of this Paragraph, any wildlife killed
accidentally or without a permit while committing
depredations shall be buried or otherwise disposed of
in a safe and sanitary manner on the property. Wildlife
killed under a depredation permit may be transported
to an alternate disposal site if desired. Anyone in
possession of carcasses of animals being transported
under a depredation permit must have the depredation
permit in their possession. Except as provided by the
succeeding Subparagraphs of (d)(2) through (6) of this
Rule, all wildlife killed under a depredation permit
must be buried or otherwise disposed of in a safe and
sanitary manner.

2) Deer. The edible portions of up to five deer may be
retained by the landholder for consumption but must
not be transported from the property where the
depredations took place without a valid depredation
permit. An enforcement officer, if so requested by the
permittee, shall provide the permittee a written
authorization for the use by a charitable organization
of the edible portions of the carcass. The nonedible
portions of the carcass, including head, hide, feet, and
antlers, shall be disposed of as specified in
Subparagraph (1) of this Paragraph or turned over to a
wildlife enforcement officer for disposition. When a
deer is accidentally killed on a road or highway by
reason of collision with a motor vehicle, the law
enforcement officer who investigates the accident
shall, upon request of the operator of the vehicle,
provide such operator a written permit authorizing him
to possess and transport the carcass of such deer for
his personal and lawful use, including delivery of such
carcass to a second person for his private use or the
use by a charitable organization upon endorsement of
such permit to such person or organization by name
and when no money or other consideration of value is
received for such delivery or endorsement.

3) Fox. Any fox killed accidentally by a dog or dogs,
motor vehicle, or otherwise shall be disposed of as     
fox killed under a depredation permit may be disposed

of in the same manner or, upon compliance with the
fur tagging requirements of 15A NCAC 10B .0400,
the carcass or pelt thereof may be sold to a licensed
fur dealer. Any live fox taken under a depredation
permit may be sold to a licensed controlled hunting
preserve for fox in accordance with G.S. 113-273(g).

4) Furbearing Animals. The carcass or pelt of any
furbearing animal killed during the open season for
taking such furbearing animal either accidentally or
for control of depredations to property, whether with
or without a permit, may be sold to a licensed fur
dealer provided that the person offering such carcass
or pelt for sale has a valid hunting or trapping license,
provided further that, bobcats and otters may only be
sold upon compliance with any required fur tagging
requirement set forth in 15A NCAC 10B .0400.

5) Animals Taken Alive. Wild animals in the order
Carnivora and beaver shall be humanely euthanized
either at the site of capture or at an appropriate facility
designed to humanely handle the euthanasia or
released on the property where captured. Animals
transported or held for euthanasia must be euthanized
within 12 hours of capture. Anyone in possession of
live animals being transported for relocation or
euthanasia under a depredation permit must have the
depredation permit in their possession.

6) Wild Birds or Animals Killed Accidentally With
Motor Vehicles or Found Dead.  A person killing a
wild bird or wild animal accidentally with a motor
vehicle or finding a dead wild bird or wild animal
which was killed accidentally may possess that wild
bird or wild animal for a period not to exceed 10 days
for the purpose of delivering it to a licensed
taxidermist for preparation. The licensed taxidermist
may accept the wild bird or wild animal after
satisfying himself that the animal was killed
accidentally. The taxidermist shall certify and record
the circumstances of acquisition as determined by his
inquiry. Licensed taxidermists shall keep accurate
records of each wildlife specimen received pursuant to
the Rule as required by Rule 10H .1003 of this
Chapter. Upon delivery of the finished taxidermy
product to the person presenting the animal, the
taxidermist shall give the person a receipt in the form
required by the Wildlife Resources Commission
indicating the species, date of delivery, circumstances
of initial acquisition and any other information that
may be required on the form. A copy of this receipt
shall be filed with the Wildlife Resources Commission
within 10 days of the date of delivery of the mounted
specimen. The receipt shall serve as the non-
transferable permit for continued possession of the
mounted specimen and shall be retained by the person
for as long as the mounted specimen is kept. Mounted
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specimens possessed pursuant to this Rule may not be
sold and, if such specimens are transferred by gift or
inheritance, the new owner must apply for a new
permit and must submit the written receipt originally
obtained from the taxidermist to document the legality
of possession. This provision does not allow
possession of accidentally killed raptors; migratory
birds; species listed as endangered, threatened, or of
special concern under Rules 10I .0003, .0004, and
.0005 of this Chapter; bear or wild turkey.

e) Reporting Requirements
Any landholder who kills a deer, bear, or wild turkey
under a currently valid depredation permit shall report
such kill on the form provided with the permit and mail
the form immediately upon the expiration date to the
Wildlife Resources Commission. The killing and method
of disposition of every game animal and game bird,

every furbearing animal, and every nongame animal or
nongame bird for which there is no open season, when
killed for committing depredations to property, without a
permit, shall be reported to the Wildlife Resources
Commission within 24 hours following the time of such
killing, except that when the carcass or pelt of a fox,
killed under a depredation permit, or of a furbearing
animal, killed with or without a permit, is lawfully sold
to a licensed fur dealer in this state the fur dealer is
required to report the source of acquisition and no report
is required of the seller.

If you have questions, contact:
N.C. Wildlife Resources Commission
Archdale Building
512 N. Salisbury Street
Raleigh, NC 27611
1-800-662-7137

These recommendations apply only to North Carolina. They may not be appropriate for conditions in other states and may
not comply with laws and regulations outside of North Carolina. These recommendations are current as of October 2002.
Individuals who use agricultural chemicals are responsible for ensuring that the intended use complies with current
regulations and conforms to the product label. Be sure to obtain current information about usage regulations and examine a
current product label before applying any chemical. For assistance, contact your county Cooperative Extension agent.

The use of brand names and any mention or listing of commercial products or services in this document does not imply endorsement by
the North Carolina Cooperative Extension Service nor discrimination against similar products or services not mentioned.

http://ipm.ncsu.edu/agchem/chptr11/1106.pdf


